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T-shirt painting

During the summer vacation we organized a special activity. Every Wednesday
morning the children were welcome to come down to the Donkey Sanctuary and
paint their very own T-shirt. Naturally there was a supply of ice cream and soft drinks
on hand! Judging by the response, the
project was a great success: halfway
through the vacation period, over 60
children had already taken part. Under
the supervision of volunteers, they sat
down among the donkeys and 'messed
around' to their hearts' content! Some
of the final results were truly amazing.
The children took the finished T-shirts
home with them as a souvenir of their stay. The activity was so successful that it is
already on the agenda for next year.

New calendar

There are plans for a new Donkey Calendar in 2011! Right now we're busy taking the
photos, selecting the best shots, and designing the
calendar. Together with the Aruban advertising agency
NOW, we're working hard to see to it that the calendar
can go on sale in early October. We have found a
sponsor for each page, so that the entire proceeds will
go to the Donkey Sanctuary. It promises to be a very
professional publication, with shots of our most
photogenic donkeys, lovely photos of Aruba, and
background information. The calendar consists of 13
pages (A3 format) in full colour. Copies can be ordered at the Donkey Sanctuary.

Longer opening hours

We have recently extended the opening hours at
the Donkey Sanctuary. This means that during the
week we are now open from 09.00 to 16.00 and on
the weekends from 10.00 to 15.00. Even though we
have not made a special effort to publicize the
extension, it has already led to a noticeable rise in
the number of visitors. And, of course, a
corresponding increase in receipts. The more
visitors we get, the more donations and shop sales
we can expect. We plan to place a call for
volunteers in the local newspapers, and will also
use the newsletter to attract people to work the
extra hours.




Distinguished guests

Not long ago we were honoured with a visit from Premier Mike Eman and Minister of
Culture Michelle Winklaar. On quite short notice, they came to see what actually goes
on at the sanctuary. Of course, we had invited them, since thanks to the expansion of
the sanctuary in recent years, we have
more than adequately demonstrated our
right to exist, an accomplishment which
we wanted to share with the
government. The guests were shown
around by chairman Ramon and vice-
chairman Desiree, who provided them
with all the information they required.
Their visit will no doubt facilitate

% contacts between our foundation and
the government. Michelle Winklaar had
brought along her children, who clearly
enjoyed every minute of their visit.
Especially when they took advantage of
an exceptional opportunity to take a ride on one of the donkeys. Meanwhile, we were
able to discuss our work and our plans for the sanctuary in an excellent atmosphere,
so that we can look forward to increased cooperation from the Aruban authorities in
the future.

Call for volunteers

Due to the recent extension of our opening hours and the increase in the number of
donkeys, our present group of volunteers cannot cope with the workload. We now
have over 100 donkeys in our care, at three different locations. All these animals
must be provided with feed, and the grounds at all
the locations must be kept clean, in addition to all the
other larger and smaller chores. Our volunteers
regularly man the stands at various festivals, and
receive visitors to the Donkey Sanctuary. The
number of visitors continues to increase, while every
year we must say goodbye to some of our
volunteers, because they have other responsibilities
or i like the wives of our navy men i are returning to
their own country. Volunteers can indicate which type
of activity they are interested in, and which day or
hours they are available. Some of our volunteers
come every day, others on a weekly or monthly basis. All help is welcome!

Does the idea of being actively involved in preserving this Aruban heritage appeal to
you, and do you enjoy working alongside other volunteers? Then get in touch with
Desiree Eldering, telephone number 5932933.

The volunteers T and the donkeys 1 will be eternally grateful!




Pole-squatting great success

Every year Café de Plaza organizes a huge pole-squatting event. It begins on
Thursday and is supervised by a jury. Candidates do their best to remain seated on
their pole as long as possible. Every hour they are allowed to come down to earth for
five minutes, but otherwise they are expected to remain on the pole night and day.
This year two candidates (Liesbeth and Heidy) were successful. The proceeds of the

eventi and also
the peripheral
activities 1 were
destined for the
Sanctuary. Dozens
of volunteers
manned stands,
sold tickets, and
organized various
activities to
generate extra
cash. We had a lot
of fun, but it was all
pretty tiring (and
not just for the
pole-squatters!).

But the fatigue

disappeared when the final results came in. Together we made a profit of well over
17.000 Aruban guilders!

Donkey Sanctuary in the news
At the moment we're working on a large-scale PR plan. Every week we bombard a
number of Aruban daily papers with press releases. We've placed a large article
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about the drought on the island and the problems this creates
for donkeys in search of water; our call for new volunteers was
given extensive coverage; and every week there's an article
appealing for 'adoptive parents' for a specific donkey. All this is
working out amazingly well. So far we've registered 15 new
adoptive parents. And the number of visitors is still on the
increase: the media attention has clearly generated new
interest in the Donkey Sanctuary. We have a volunteer who
types his fingers to the bone, and someone else who translates

all the texts into English and Papiamento. Every week there are at least 5
newspapers that print our articles. We are attracting more and more visitors,
donations, and much-needed funds!




Our volunteer
This time we have a double interview with two of our volunteers:

Sanne Klamer and Melissa van Wijk

Born:
Sanne: 3 January 1987
Melissa: 3 October 1989

Profession:
Sanne: Social work
Melissa: Marketing and Communication

Employed:

Sanne: In Holland | worked with addicted couples with children. Here I'm a
volunteer at the donkey sanctuary and the dogs' home.

Melissa: Not employed at the moment

Hobbies:
Sanne: Jogging, reading, going out, and travelling
Melissa: Travelling and diving

Your life motto:
Sanne: Life is one big party, but you have to bake the cake yourself!
Melissa: Love, live and laugh!

Most beautiful spot on the island:

Sanne: When | started diving, | discovered the underwater world: now it's a place
that's very special for me.

Melissa: The little beach next to Arashi

Your most beautiful moment on the island

Sanne: On May 6th my boyfriend and | had been together for six years. We had a
romantic barbecue on the beach! And who knows, if Holland wins the World Cup,
that could be one of the best moments!

Melissa: Ouir first dive

Your greatest disappointment on the island:

Sanne: I've been on the island for 3 months now, and | haven't had very many
disappointments. But the death of the baby donkey Surprise at the Donkey
Sanctuary really got to me.

Melissa: Yes, the loss of the donkey Surprise.




Volunteer since:
Sanne: 21 April 2010
Melissa: 4 months

What do you do at the Donkey Sanctuary?

Sanne: Every Tuesday and Wednesday Melissa and | help care for the donkeys,
and lend a hand at the reception desk when there are guests.

Melissa: Twice a week | feed the donkeys in Sta Lucia.

What would you like to change at the Donkey Sanctuary?
Sanne: | wish, | wish ... that in no time there would be a whole
new donkey sanctuary, one big enough for all the donkeys!
Melissa: That it will all happen without a single snag!

What would you like to change on Aruba?
Sanne: Better care for the animals ...!
Melissa: The traffic

The birth of a Zedonk

An exceptional birth took place in
a wildlife park in the American
state of Georgia: the newborn is
a cross between a zebra and a
donkey. The foal has the upper
body of a donkey, but there are
black and white stripes on the
legs and part of the head.
Normally, donkeys and zebras
don't mate, but every once in a
while a zedonk is born. This foal
has a zebra
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caregivers at the Chestatee Wildlife Preserve in Dahlonega
were astounded when they first saw her.

She has since been christened 'Pippy Longstocking'.

According to C.W. Wathen, founder and director of the park, the
animal has the instincts of a zebra. 'She sits up straight instead
of lying down on her side, he told CBS News. 'lt's as if she's
determined to remain alert at all times, keeping an eye out for
possible predators.’




Sad news ...
- The items in the newsletter are not always happy ones. We recently
I’min had to have both Fifi and Lilly put to sleep, both of whom lived at the
Seroe Alejandro location (Desiree's home). This difficult decision was
taken in consultation with the vet. It was sad, but due to illness or old
age a donkey's quality of life can deteriorate to an unacceptable level,
heaven o, that there is no other option.

An enthusiastic trainee

It's been some time since | worked as a trainee among the donkeys on the island of
Aruba. But when | think back to the time | spent there, a broad grin comes over my
face! But let me introduce myself. My name is Irene Geukers and I'm studying
animal science and stockbreeding in
Den Bosch. As part of my training, |
spent a 10-week work placement at
the Donkey Sanctuary. My
assignment was to draw up a lesson
plan about the donkeys on Aruba.
This would ultimately be turned into a
film, in the style of the well-known
Dutch 'Klokhuis' films for children.
Due to several snags, the final
version of the film is not yet
available, but the ideas are there and
we're waiting for the camera crew.
Alongside the above assignment, | worked with the volunteers five days a week. It
was really fun. While I've always been crazy about horses, | had very little experience
with donkeys. But they truly stole my heart! In fact, now I like donkeys better than
horses ...

Every day | worked with different volunteers, my English improved thanks to all the
American tourists, and during the ABC tours | was able to polish my presentation
skills. But the best part of all was the contact with the animals themselves. | can't
count the times | had to push Tica (with her fat buttocks) out of the container, and I'll
never forget soft-soaping Sinbad so we'd be friends again and he'd forget about the
castration, or trying to cuddling Yeeha without getting mama all upset, etc., etc.

Of course, alongside my work placement | enjoyed exploring the island, which is truly
beautiful. | also spent a lot of time salsa dancing, which I'd become addicted to back
in Holland! It was a wonderful period in my life: | enjoyed myself no end, and | hope |
managed to help the donkeys as well. But then suddenly it was the middle of
February, and | was heading back to my freezing home town.

It took me a long time to get used to the climate and the rhythm of life in Holland, and
I'm secretly looking around for a way to get back to Aruba. Maybe I'll be seeing you
before long ...I hope so!







